GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
received as his reward the district of the Upper
Palatinate, together with the electoral hat of which
the fugitive Frederick was deprived.
The victory of the Catholic League in 1620 was
so decisive that hope rose in the breasts of its leaders
that not only might Calvinism be stamped out, and
the breaches of the Augsburg settlement repaired,
but that the settlement itself might be rescinded and
Lutheranism, as well as Calvinism, suppressed.   Then
began a persecution fierce and grim.   Bohemia was,
of course, the first to feel its force.    Scenes were
enacted in Prague and elsewhere that were closely
parallel to those destined to be witnessed some three
centuries later (A.D. 1939).  The constitutional charter
of the Czech nation was torn up;   its religious
liberties abolished;  its leading nobles executed; its
university   despoiled   and   the   rector   barbarously
mutilated.   The estates of 728 magnates were confis-
cated;   30,000 families were driven penniless into
exile.   From Bohemia the horror spread, and soon
the great Lutheran princes of the North became
alarmed for their own security.
Chief among these was Christian IV of Denmark,
who, as Duke of Holstein, was a prince of the
Empire and a member of the Lower Saxon Circle.
He was also the possessor of the secularised bishoprics
of Bremen and Verden whose territories commanded
the lower waters of the Weser and the Elbe. He
was a zealous Lutheran, but his interests were by no
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